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INTRODUCTION1

Man has made no shortage of laws. Some laws, still on the books
but rarely enforced, sound strange to our modern ears. For instance:

! In North Carolina, it is against the law for dogs and cats to
fight.

! In Louisiana, a bill was introduced in the House of Represen-
tatives that fixed a ceiling on haircuts for bald men at 25 cents.

! In Kentucky, it is the law that a person must take a bath once
a year.

! In Virginia, the Code of 1930 prohibits corrupt practices or
bribery by any person other than political candidates.

! In Florida, it is against the law to put livestock on a school
bus.

! In Washington State, you cannot carry a concealed weapon
that is over 6 feet in length.

! Alaska law says that you cannot look at a moose from an
airplane.

! In Virginia, chickens cannot lay eggs before 8:00 a.m., and
must be done before 4:00 p.m.

There are some strange laws that relate to driving. For instance,
! In Memphis, Tennessee, a woman is not to drive a car unless

a man warns approaching motorists or pedestrians by walking
in front of the car that is being driven.
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! In Tennessee, it is against the law to drive a car while sleep-
ing.

! In New York, it is against the law for a blind person to drive
an automobile.

There are strange laws that relate to morals, love, and relationships:
! It is against the law in Connecticut for a man to write love

letters to a girl whose mother or father has forbidden the
relationship.

! In Michigan, married couples must live together or be impris-
oned.

! In California, a law created in 1925 makes it illegal to wiggle
while dancing.

! In Utah, daylight must be visible between dancing couples.
! In Michigan, it is against the law for a lady to lift her skirt

more than 6 inches while walking through a mud puddle.
! In Rochester, Michigan, the law is that anyone bathing in

public must have the bathing suit inspected by a police officer.

Texas has its own brand of strange laws.
! It is against the law for anyone to have a pair of pliers in his or

her possession.
! In Galveston, it is illegal to let a camel run loose in the street.
! In Corpus Christi, it is illegal to raise alligators in your home.
! And, all over Texas it is still a “hanging offense” to steal

cattle.2

The Bible also contains laws, but ones much more relevant to our
lives. The Jews list 613 mitzvot (commandments), said to be based
primarily on the list compiled by Rambam in the Mishneh Torah.3 The
New Testament is the “law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2).

Man has also created many religious “laws” that they have bound
upon the religious world. Jesus criticized those who did  (Mt. 15:9; Mk.
7:7-8), as did His apostles in the early church (Col. 2:22; Tit. 1:14).

PRINCIPLES
God Has A Law

The Bible uses the word “law” (including “laws”) 478 times. It
refers to the “law of God” (or “thy law” or “thy laws”) 38 times. The
New Testament is the “Last Will and Testament of Jesus Christ,” as the
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title page suggests, which contains the Law of Christ for the world
since the establishment of His church in A.D. 33 (1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2;
Jas. 2:8).

The Holy Bible is inspired by the Holy God (Ps. 12:6; 2 Tim. 3:16-
17). Over 2,600 times the Bible claims divine authorship. Peter
affirmed that the Scriptures were not written by men who used their
own ideas and words, but by men of God who were “moved by the
Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:19-21). The word translated moved means “to be
carried along, as a ship is carried by the wind.” The Scriptures are
“God-breathed”; they are not the inventions of men.

Man’s “law” says that the Bible is only a collection of ancient
stories, or perhaps it is “inspiring” but not “inspired.” Samuel Clemens
(Mark Twain), for instance, once said: “Faith is believing something
you know isn’t true.” That is not how the Bible describes faith. It says:
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen” (Heb. 11:1). Consider Twain’s comment in contrast with
Charles Spurgeon’s statement:

I would recommend you either believe God up to the hilt, or else
not to believe at all. Believe this book of God, every letter of it,
or else reject it. There is no logical standing place between the
two. Be satisfied with nothing less than a faith that swims in the
deeps of divine revelation; a faith that paddles about the edge of
the water is poor faith at best. It is little better than a dry-land
faith, and is not good for much.4

The Bible is the living Word of the living God. Take it or leave it;
the Bible cannot be ignored, although it has been attacked in every
generation:

< In the Old Testament, Jehoiakim tried to cut it up (Jer. 36:22-23).
< In the Dark Ages, the Roman Catholic Church commonly had

“Bible Burnings” (along with torture and death for those
possessing the Bible).

< Voltaire said within fifty years the Bible would no longer be
discussed among educated people5 (that was over 200 years ago,
so he was obviously mistaken).

< Robert Ingersol blazed America’s roads in the early 1900s
lecturing against the Bible, saying, “The inspiration of the Bible
depends on the ignorance of the gentleman who reads it.”6 He
also predicted, “In fifteen years I will have this book in the
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morgue” (in fifteen years he was in the morgue and the Bible
lived on).7

< Friedrich Nietzsche, who prepared Germany for Hitler by his
belief in a superman, said, regarding God, “We have killed Him,
but who will wipe the blood from our hands?” Yet Nietzsche is
gone and God survives.8

The Bible does not fear controversy. Oliver Wendell Holmes
wrote: “Truth is tough. It will not break like a bubble at a touch; nay,
you may kick it about all day like a football, and it will be round and
full at evening.”9 The Bible wins every conflict. Jesus said: “Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” (Mt.
24:35; cf. 1 Pet. 1:25).

The Bible—banned, burned, beloved. More widely read, yet
more frequently attacked than any other book in history.
Generations of intellectuals have attempted to discredit it;
dictators of every age have outlawed it and executed those who
read it. Yet soldiers carry it into battle believing it more powerful
than their weapons. Fragments of it smuggled into solitary prison
cells have transformed ruthless killers into gentle saints.10

“If I were the devil,” wrote J.I. Packer, “one of my first aims would
be to stop folk from digging into the Bible ... I should do all I could to
surround it with the spiritual equivalent of pits, thorns, hedges, and man
traps to frighten people off.”11 As someone said: “The Bible does not
need to be rewritten—just reread.”
God’s Law Differs From—And Supersedes—Man’s Laws

Much of America’s law code is based on God’s original law, and
the Bible teaches us to respect the civil authorities and the laws of the
land (Rom. 13:1-7). At the same time, man’s law differs in many
respects to God’s law. In some instances, man’s law even contradicts
God’s law. For instance, it is legal to abort babies, gamble in casinos,
live together before marriage, and drink alcohol, but these actions
contradict God’s law (Pro. 6:16-19; 20:1; 1 Cor. 4:2; Gal. 5:19-21).

Man’s law differed from God’s law in the early days of the church,
too. Peter and the other apostles told the authorities: “We ought to obey
God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). No civil authority has the right to
contradict God’s law. No ecclesiastical authority—not even a Scriptural
eldership—has the right to legislate laws for God. Elderships have only
the authority to expedite and enforce God’s laws, and decide matters of
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judgment based on what God has said. Paul cautioned the Ephesian
elders to “take heed” to themselves and “the flock,” to “feed the
church” and beware of “grievous wolves” and men who speak
“perverse things, to draw away disciples after them” (Acts 20:28-30).
Thus, elderships do not make laws, but they sustain God’s laws.

The punishment for violation also differs between man’s law and
God’s law. Someone noted the difference by saying:

! If you break man’s law [commit a crime], you may go to jail.
! If you break God’s law [commit a sin], you may go to hell.
It is important to honor God by submitting to His will. It is

eternally dangerous not to (Mt. 27:46; Lk. 16:19-31). No man is so big,
so rich, so smart, or so powerful that he does not have to obey God. On
the Judgment Day, the Lord will not acknowledge those who do not
have authority for their religious practices (Mt. 7:21-23). Those who
add to or take from the Word of Christ will suffer the consequences of
their actions (Rev. 22:18-19).

Consider some people who learned the seriousness of violating
God’s authority:

!Korah, Dathan, and Abiram were swallowed by the earth when
they challenged the authority of God (Num. 16:27-32).

!Uzzah died when he touched the ark when the law told him not
to do so (2 Sam. 6).

!The sons of Sceva fled from a house naked and wounded when
they tried to cast out an unclean spirit without authority (Acts
19:14-16).

God’s Law Can Be Broken Without Ever Breaking Man’s Law
There are many similarities between God’s law and man’s law

(e.g., “Thou shalt not kill,” “Thou shalt not steal”). Yet one may be a
law-abiding citizen in the eyes of the land and still be a lawbreaker in
God’s eyes. The police would not arrest anyone for lust (Mt. 5:8, 28),
idolatry (1 Jn. 5:21), foul language (Eph. 4:29), laziness (Pro. 6:6;
Rom. 12:11), selfishness, pride, arrogance (Phil. 2:3-5), or for carrying
hatred in his heart (Gal. 5:20). In our lax culture, even such previously
punishable acts as fornication (1 Thess. 4:3), adultery (Mt. 19:9), and
homosexuality (Rom. 1:26-27) are now openly practiced, and in some
states even sanctioned into law.
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Yet, all of those things violate the law of God. The law deals with
actions, primarily those done in public. God judges our hearts and
motives (1 Sam. 16:7) and sees the things we do in secret (Heb. 4:13).
God’s Law Is Unchanging

Man’s laws change frequently. Members of Congress introduce
about ten thousand bills in each two-year session. The 105th Congress,
for instance, considered 13,882 pieces of legislation, passing 354 into
Public Laws.11 (Congress has consistently passed about 300 new laws
a year at least as far back as the 1970s).12

The federal criminal code’s “pocket edition” contains 1,400 pages,
even though the U.S. Constitution gave Congress the power to
criminally punish only five violations. Thomas Jefferson listed them as:
“[T]reason, counterfeiting the securities and current coin of the United
States, piracies, and felonies committed on the high seas, and offenses
against the law of nations, and no other crimes whatsoever.”13

On the other hand, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day,
and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). When a thing is perfect, it does not need
updating. When it is written by an omniscient mind, it leaves nothing
out.
God’s Law Is Simple And Can Be Kept

America has too many laws. The federal tax code now covers
17,000 pages and requires over 700 different forms. The Federal
Registry, which records all of the regulations the federal government
imposes on businesses (all of which carry the force of law), now
exceeds 75,000 pages. Even experts in the law admit that the law code
is tedious, overly complex, and sometimes impossible to understand.
In some instances, it is even impossible to comply with.

The complexity of the law is also wasteful. The Office of Manage-
ment and Budget estimates that paying lawyers to interpret and
implement the law costs U.S. businesses $600 billion per year. The
Internal Revenue Service estimates Americans spend 5.1 billion hours
annually preparing their taxes, draining $194 billion annually from the
U.S. economy.14

God’s law is different. There are complex passages in the Bible, to
be sure, but the laws that God expects us to obey in order to please Him
and go to heaven are not hard to grasp. David said: “The law of the
Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple” (Ps. 19:7; cf. 119:130). Even a child is able to
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know the Scriptures and be made wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 3:15-17;
cf. 2 Chr. 34:3).
God’s Law Is The Only Authority In Religion

Jesus was given “All authority ... in heaven and on earth” (Mt.
28:18, ASV; Jn. 17:2; 1 Pet. 3:22). The message that Jesus received
from God the Father was given to the apostles and inspired writers of
the New Testament (Jn. 17:8). To insure that the apostles never were
wrong in their transmitting of the Word, the Holy Spirit came to guide
them into “all truth” (Jn. 14:26; 16:13). They recorded all things needed
in Christianity in the New Testament (2 Pet. 1:3; Ju. 3). Those who fail
to accept this Book reject the only message that could save them (Lk.
10:16; 1 Jn. 4:6).

Proper authority for religious teaching and practice is required for
acceptance with God. Balaam had the right idea when he said: “If
Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go
beyond the commandment of the Lord, to do either good or bad of mine
own mind; but what the Lord saith, that will I speak” (Num. 24:13).
Jesus instructed His apostles to teach their converts “to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you” (Mt. 28:20).

Paul identified the source of the Bible’s authority when he penned:
“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him” (Col. 3:17).
Authority does not come from men (Mt. 15:9), or the manuals,
disciplines, and confessions of faith that they write.

Jesus has all authority. Moses prophesied that a Prophet like unto
himself was going to arise and they were to hear Him in all things (Acts
3:22). Before ascending to His Father, Jesus told His apostles that He
had been given all authority (Mt. 28:18). At the marriage feast of Cana,
Mary told the servants to do whatsoever Jesus told them to do (Jn. 2:5).
From the Mount of Transfiguration, God told men to hear His Son (Mt.
17:5; Heb. 1:1-2).

To do something in the name of Jesus is to do it according to His
authority. The New Testament repeatedly shows that Jesus’ name
stands for His authority:

!Peter told the lame man to arise and walk in the name of the Lord
(Acts 3:6).

!The Jewish leaders told the apostles not to speak anymore in the
name of Christ (Acts 4:18).
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!Peter commanded Cornelius and those of his house to be
baptized in the name of the Lord (Acts 10:48).

Paul identified the scope of the Bible’s authority in one
word—“Whatsoever.” Jesus told His apostles to teach men to observe
all things whatsoever He had commanded Him (Mt. 28:20). Jesus
promised to give Peter the keys of the kingdom so that he would bind
on earth what had been bound in heaven and loose on earth what had
been loosed in heaven (Mt. 16:19). Jesus said we would be His friends
only if we did whatsoever He commanded us (Jn. 15:14). Paul told men
that whatsoever was not of faith was sin (Rom. 14:23). All men are
accountable to the authority of Christ (Mt. 5:19; 2 Jn. 9), and are
accountable at all times (Lk. 9:23).

The scope of authority is whatsoever is done “in word.” Whatever
we teach as religious doctrine is to be by Christ’s authority. We are to
speak as the oracles of God (1 Pet. 4:11), which literally means “to the
same degree or amount.”15 Paul begged brethren: “I beseech you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the
same thing” (1 Cor. 1:10). Anyone who preaches anything other than
the Gospel of Christ is accursed (Gal. 1:6-12).

We should use Scriptural words to communicate matters of faith.
Many unauthorized religious rites would cease if men practiced what
the ancient prophet taught when he said: “[T]hen will I turn to the
people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the
Lord, to serve him with one consent” (Zeph. 3:9). The children of Israel
began to speak half in the language of Ashdod in the Old Testament
(Neh. 13:24). In like manner, many today speak a language that is very
different from the language of the Bible. Our speech either proves that
we are Christians or that we are not (Mt. 26:73).

The scope of authority is whatsoever is done “in deed.” We are to
do all to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31). Cain’s offering was rejected
because it was not by God’s authority (Gen. 4). Saul offered a sacrifice
even though he was not a priest. His intentions may have been good,
but his actions were bad (1 Sam. 13:8-14). Even our thoughts are to be
under Christ’s authority. We are to have the mind of Christ (Phil. 2:5).
We are to think on good things (Phil. 4:8). We are to refrain from
adulterous thoughts (Mt. 5:29).

The scope of authority is “all.” Jesus told His apostles to teach
men to observe all things (Mt. 28:20). Paul wrote to the Corinthians to
determine whether or not they were obedient in all things (2 Cor. 2:9).



Allen Webster 415

Saul once told Samuel that he had done all of the Lord’s will when he
had spared Agag and the best of the flocks and the herds; therefore, he
had not done all (1 Sam. 15:13-14, 20-23).
God’s Law Is The Pattern For All Men To Follow

God has always had a pattern, and He expects it to be followed (cf.
Lev. 10:1-4). There are 661 references of “according to” in the Old
Testament (cf. Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. 10:6, 11; 1 Pet. 3:21; Heb. 10:1;
9:23). Some examples include the following:

!Noah’s ark (Gen. 6:22; 7:5).
!Tabernacle (Ex. 25:8-9).
!Temple (1 Chr. 28:11-18).
! Jericho’s walls (Josh. 6; Heb. 11:30).
!Naaman’s cleansing (2 Kgs. 5:1-14). His cleansing was almost

ruined by, “Behold, I thought.”
God also has a pattern in the New Testament, the religious law that

is in force today. “According to” is used 127 times in the New
Covenant and is found in all New Testament books except
1 Thessalonians. For instance, our practice is to be “according to”:

!My Gospel (Rom. 2:16).
!Christ Jesus (Rom. 15:5). We are to “follow in his steps” (1 Pet.

2:21).
!The form of doctrine (Rom. 6:17). The metaphor is from the

casting of metals.
!Sound words (1 Tim. 6:3).
Hendrikson wrote: “The slogan, so popular today, ‘It does not

matter what you believe, just so you are serious in whatever you
believe,’ is flatly contradicted in the Pastorals!”16 It is no use having a
perfect Pattern unless you have a motive to copy it.

Since false teachings cannot save (Jer. 10:23; Pro. 14:12; 16:26;
21:2; Ps. 119:9; Jn. 8:32; Gal. 1:6-9), true doctrine must be restored.
Doctrines that have been corrupted or ignored must be taught and
obeyed (Jer. 2:12-13; 6:16; 35:8-9; Mt. 7:13-14; Jn. 14:6). God expects
Christians to know the difference between true teachers and false ones
(1 Jn. 4:1). Believing a lie is dangerous (1 Kgs. 13:11-26). Sincerity
does not cancel out false doctrine (1 Chr. 13:9-11; cf. Num. 4:15), and
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repentance includes leaving behind false religion (Mk. 7:7-9; Acts
19:19).
God’s Law Must Not Be Tampered With

The closing statement of the Bible warns against changing its
message.

For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the
prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things,
God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:
And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of
life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are
written in this book (Rev. 22:18-19; cf. Deut. 4:2).

Thus, any who add to, take from, or tamper with the God-given
message condemn themselves in the process (Pro. 30:6; 1 Cor. 4:6; cf.
Jn. 12:48; 2 Jn. 9; Gal. 1:6-8; 2 Cor. 5:7; Rom. 10:17).

God wants us to teach the same thing to every generation (2 Tim.
2:2), and each generation is to “Hold fast the form of sound words”
(2 Tim. 1:13). Adam Clarke commented:

No man was left to invent a religion for his own use, and after
his own mind. God alone knows that with which God can be
pleased. God gives, in His mercy to man, a form of sound words
or doctrines; a perfect plan and sketch of the original building;
fair and well defined outlines of every thing which concerns the
present and eternal welfare of man, and His own glory.17

Since God’s law authorizes through both specific and general
commands, we must understand clearly what God has required and
what He has left to our discretion.

A general command is one that authorizes the performance of an
act without specifying the manner in which it is to be carried out. For
example, in the Great Commission Jesus said, “Go,” but He did not
specify how to travel. If the Lord had said “Walk into all the world,”
there would be no other acceptable way of going. “Walk” or “ride” is
specific, but “go” is general, so any means of travel is acceptable.

A specific command is one in which God tells us what to do and
how to do it. A specific command includes details as to the manner of
doing the commands. The “silence” (i.e., what God has not said) of
Scripture has prohibitive force. For example:
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!God commanded Noah to build the ark of gopher wood (Gen. 6).
If God had told Noah to build an ark of wood, any kind he chose
would have been acceptable—pine, ash, oak, sycamore. When
God said, “Make thee an ark of gopher wood,” that excluded all
other types. To use another type would violate God’s command.
The record says: “Thus did Noah; according to all that God
commanded him, so did he.” Noah walked by faith (Heb. 11:7)
because he followed the Word of God (Rom. 10:17).

! If God had simply told Israel to offer animal sacrifices, then they
could have offered any kind of animal. If God had said, “Offer
a four-legged animal,” then that would have eliminated many but
still left open options to offer a horse, cow, sheep, or dog.
However, when God said, “Your lamb shall be without blemish,
a male of the first year” (Ex. 12:5), nothing except a lamb would
have been acceptable, for it was a specific command.

! In preparing clean water for purification (Num. 19:2), God
commanded that they bring “a red heifer without spot, wherein
is no blemish, and upon which never came yoke.” No other
animal would do, no other color would do, and no other type
would do (one that had been under yoke).

Does a law’s silence give permission, or does it prohibit? U.S.
District Judge Lynwood Smith ordered a Sports Illustrated writer to
reveal his sources for an article published in SI detailing Mike Price’s
drunken escapades in Pensacola while the former University of
Alabama football coach was in town for a celebrity golf tourna-
ment. Judge Smith used this reasoning to reach his ruling: The Alabama
legislature had enacted a “shield law” protecting broadcast and
newspaper journalists from being forced to violate the confidentiality
of sources. However, the Federal judge ruled, the law said nothing
about magazines; therefore, magazine reporters were not entitled to the
protection of the shield law. Silence is prohibitive rather than permis-
sive in everyday life.18

Applied to the spiritual realm, the same principle is true. John
wrote:

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you,
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
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neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed
is partaker of his evil deeds (2 Jn. 9-11).

Peter wrote: “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of
God” (1 Pet. 4:11). The “oracles of God” are the Old Testament (Rom.
3:1-2) and the New Testament (2 Pet. 3:1-2). Some Bible examples
illustrate this point:

!Unauthorized fire (Lev. 10:1-2). Nadab and Abihu died because
they offered strange fire before the Lord. “Strange fire” was not
specifically forbidden; the command simply told them where to
obtain the fire: from the perpetual fire on the great altar before
the tabernacle for incense (Lev. 16:12-13). They ignored it and
paid the ultimate price.

!Washing hands in worship (Mt. 15:1-9). The Bible does not
explicitly say, “Thou shalt not wash hands as an act of worship,”
yet Jesus severely condemned such action and pronounced the
act as vain worship. Why? Because they were doing in worship
what God had not authorized.

!Circumcision as a religious requirement (Acts 15:1, 24). Certain
brethren in the early church taught circumcision as a Christian
doctrine and insisted on its observance. The apostles’ response:
“[T]o whom we gave no such commandment” (Acts 15:24).

!Angels inferior to Christ (Heb. 1:4-5). In establishing Christ’s
superiority over angels, the author writes: “[H]aving become by
so much better than the angels, as he hath inherited a more
excellent name than they. For unto which of the angels said he at
any time, Thou art my Son” (ASV). The very fact that God had
not said to an angel the words that he spoke to the Son shows
that Christ is superior.

!Priests from tribes other than Levi unaccepted (Heb. 7:12-14).
The writer says, “of which tribe Moses spake nothing” is
evidence that the silence of Scripture is prohibitive.

APPLICATIONS
Man’s Law Says: “The Bible Cannot Be Taken Literally”

God’s law says: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17; cf. Tit. 1:2).
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Man’s Law Says: “Address Preachers As ‘Father’ Or ‘Reverend’”
God’s law says: “And call no man your father upon the earth: for

one is your Father, which is in heaven ... But he that is greatest among
you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be
abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted” (Mt. 23:9,
11-12; cf. Gal. 3:28).
Man’s Law Says: “Sprinkling Is Just As Good As Immersion For
Baptism”

God’s law says: “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4;
cf. v. 17).
Man’s Law Says: “Baptism Is Not Necessary For Salvation”

God’s law says: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mk. 16:16; cf. Jn.3:5; Acts
2:38; 22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21).
Man’s Law Says: “Worship Should Be Entertaining And Please The
People”

God’s law says: “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the
Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth” (Jn. 4:23-24; cf.
Mt. 15:8-9).
Man’s Law Says: “Salvation Is By Faith Alone”

God’s law says: “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only” (Jas. 2:24; cf. Heb. 5:8-9).
Man’s Law Says: “One Cannot Fall From Grace”

God’s law says: “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whoso-
ever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:4;
cf. 1 Cor. 10:12; 2 Pet. 2:20-21).
Man’s Law Says: “Instrumental Music Is Acceptable To God”

God’s law says: “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in truth” (Jn. 4:24; cf. Rev. 22:18). In the
New Testament, God commanded singing (Col. 3:16-17). He did not
command the use of instruments; His silence thus prohibits their use.
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Man’s Law Says: “A Woman Can Preach, Pray, And Lead In Worship”
God’s law says:

I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands,
without wrath and doubting. In like manner also, that women
adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and
sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;
But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good
works. Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I
suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man,
but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And
Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in
the transgression. Notwithstanding she shall be saved in child-
bearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with
sobriety (1 Tim. 2:8-15).

Man’s Law Says: “One Church Is As Good As Another”
God’s law says: “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and

upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it” (Mt. 16:18). “And hath put all things under his feet,
and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his
body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all ... there is one body, and
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling” (Eph.
1:22-23; 4:4; cf. 1 Jn. 4:1).

DISCUSSION
Before planting a field, a farmer must clear the land. Before

building a house, a contractor must level the ground and remove the
trees. Before one can become an effective data processor, he must
discard the “hunt-and-peck” method. So it is with understanding
Scripture. We have to “remove obstacles” and “unlearn” false ideas.

John made “straight the way of the Lord,” (Jn. 1:23; cf. Isa. 40:3).
The phrase “make straight” was sometimes used of engineers who
preceded kings traveling though their kingdoms. In those days, roads
were uneven and dangerous, so workers removed rocks, filled in holes,
leveled uneven places, and cut trees so the path would be clear for the
king’s chariot.

A similar idea is found in 2 Timothy 2:15 where Paul instructed:
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” The word dividing
(orthotomeo) means, “to make a straight cut.” It, too, is sometimes used
of engineers leveling a roadbed. It can also mean “to dissect,” and
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refers to expounding correctly the divine message. Thus, if we are to
properly understand God’s Word, we must “level the field” and “cut
away” false ideas and prejudices, removing all obstacles to accepting
the truth.
Man’s Law Says: “Doctrine Does Not Matter”

Paul wrote: “Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to
doubtful disputations. For one believeth that he may eat all things:
another, who is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth despise him
that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth:
for God hath received him” (Rom. 14:1-3). Some have used this to
justify practically anything they want to do in religion. In Pendleton’s
Commentary on Romans, for example, he used it to rationalize using
mechanical music in worship.19 Others have concluded that those who
oppose missionary societies, hand-clapping, and drama in worship are
the “weak” brethren and that when they become “mature,” they will
accept these practices.

Romans 14 does not treat such doctrinal deviations as indifferent
or inconsequential. Paul is dealing with the eating of meats and
honoring of days—matters of indifference to God. He had given no
earlier New Testament instruction on them. These things were not
being practiced in worship. In matters pertaining to worship, Jesus said:
“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth” (Jn. 4:24). Notice four key words: “worship,” “must,”
“spirit,” and “truth.”

No apostle ever placed right and wrong side-by-side and preached
tolerance. Paul is not saying that the strong and intelligent are never to
voice their convictions. (He voiced his in verse 14.) To the contrary, we
are commanded to help others see deviations from the Master’s will so
they may change to please Him (Acts 18:26; Jas. 5:19-20). We must do
so “in the spirit of meekness ... considering [ourselves], lest [we] also
be tempted” (Gal. 6:1).

Like Paul, we must be “set for the defence of the gospel” (Phil.
1:17), and by his example he showed we are not to tolerate false
practices “no, not for an hour” (Gal. 2:5). God’s Word says we are to
“hate every false way” (Ps. 119:104, 128) and “earnestly contend for
the faith” (Ju. 3). Romans 14 teaches that we must hold our criticism to
matters of doctrine, and hold our tongues in matters of opinion.
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Man’s Law Says: “It Is Sinful To Judge Others About Their Religious
Or Moral Views”

The Bible teaches that it is sinful to judge others in matters of
opinion. “Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? ... why dost
thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for
we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ ... Let us not
therefore judge one another any more” (Rom. 14:4, 10, 13). It is wrong
to judge others unfairly (Mt. 7:1-2). It is wrong to judge “according to
the appearance”20 (Jn. 7:24). It is wrong to judge others if we are guilty
of the same things (Rom. 2:1-2). It is wrong to judge others prema-
turely (1 Cor. 4:5). However, it is not wrong to judge others fairly.

In fact, we cannot completely avoid judging. In fact, it is impossi-
ble to be a faithful Christian and not judge others. He that is “spiritual
judgeth all things” (1 Cor. 2:15). Jesus said: “Yea, and why even of
yourselves judge ye not what is right?” (Lk. 12:57). He also com-
manded us to, “judge righteous judgment” (Jn. 7:24). He told us to
“inspect the fruit” of others (Mt. 7:16, 20), and complimented the
church at Ephesus for trying “them which are evil: and thou hast tried
them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them
liars” (Rev. 2:2).

Christians must judge doctrine (Rom. 16:17; 1 Tim. 5:20; 2 Tim.
4:1-4; Tit. 1:13; 2 Jn. 9-11). The learners in Berea were commended for
judging whether the things Paul preached “were so” (Acts 17:11).
Those in nearby Thessalonica were commanded to “Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good” (1 Thess. 5:21). He told the Ephesians to
engage in, “Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord” (Eph. 5:10). The
marginal rendering of the first phrase of Philippians 1:10 reads: “Try
things that differ.” We are to “try the spirits whether they are of God:
because many false prophets are gone out into the world” (1 Jn. 4:1).

Christians must judge morals. If one speaks out against abortion,
homosexuality, adultery, drunkenness, immodesty, or other moral
misdemeanor, someone may respond: “You cannot do that. You are
judging.” That is meant as a “you-should-be-ashamed-of-yourself-put-
you-in-your-place-end-of-discussion” putdown. Yes, one is making a
judgment, but it is a righteous judgment, according to the Word.

Paul passed judgment on a fornicating brother in Corinth (1 Cor.
5:3; cf. Acts 13:10). He wrote the same church: “[I]f the world shall be
judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? ... Is it
so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, not one that shall be
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able to judge between his brethren?” (1 Cor. 6:2, 5). Strong Christians
“by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and
evil” (Heb. 5:14).

Yes, we can (should) judge others, but we must use God’s Word as
the standard of judgment. When the Word does not give precept or
principle, we should leave the judging to God.
Man’s Law Says: “Taking The Lord’s Supper Every Sunday Is
Unnecessary And Makes It Less Meaningful.”

Religious groups differ as to how often the Lord’s Supper is eaten.
Some partake weekly, others monthly, quarterly, or annually. Which is
right? Does it make any difference?

Jesus instituted this memorial feast on the eve of His death (Mt.
26:17-29; Mk. 14:22-25; Lk. 22:7-20; 1 Cor. 11:20-24). The bread
represents His sacrificed body and the cup His saving blood (1 Cor.
10:16). Something of such importance must not be put into the realm
of human opinion. All religious questions should be answered with a
“thus saith the Lord,” instead of a “thus saith some creed, synod, or
man” (cf. Col. 3:17).

Churches of Christ partake of the Lord’s Supper every Sunday for
at least four reasons. Consider these in light of the Gospel to see if this
is not God’s will.
To Receive Strength

We partake every Sunday to receive the strength it provides (1 Cor.
11:29-30). Those who misused the Lord’s Supper found themselves
spiritually weak. The opposite is true of those who partake sincerely
and appropriately. They are strengthened. Just as the lunch table
strengthens the body, the Lord’s Table fortifies the soul.

How could anyone fix his mind on the cross and what happened
there and not come away more resolved to live for the Redeemer? Who
would be so bold as to say that he does not need to be reminded of the
Lord’s sacrifice? Most of us find it difficult to deal with the devil’s
temptations in spite of the safeguards God has provided. Those who
miss partaking of the Communion are in line to be “weak and sickly.”
To Glorify Christ

We partake every Sunday to give Christ more glory (1 Cor. 10:31).
Anyone who loves the Lord wants to praise Him in every Scriptural
way at every Scriptural time. One of the ways we are instructed to
worship Him is through the Supper. During this time the spotlight is on
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Him and what He did at Calvary. If we skip it, then we miss an
opportunity to honor Him. Who would want to glorify Him only four
times a year when he can do so fifty-two times?
To Recognize The Importance Of Christ’s Death

We partake every Sunday to increase the chances of others
recognizing the importance of Christ’s death (1 Cor. 11:26). Each time
the bread and juice are served we “shew the Lord's death till he come.”
This helps non-members by teaching them about His sacrifice and
creating an interest in worship. This is similar to what happens when a
child or foreigner participates in a July 4th celebration. He asks
questions. His interest is piqued. He learns about our country.
To Follow The Biblical Example

We partake every Sunday to follow the example of the early
Christians (Acts 20:7). We are told when they assembled—“upon the
first day of the week,” and what they did—“came together to break
bread.” This phrase is a figure of speech called a synecdoche, meaning
that a prominent part is substituted for the whole. The Christians met
“to break bread”; that was their purpose, but it also represents all they
did in the assembly. (The term “headcount” is a modern example of a
synecdoche; we count heads to see how many people are present).
Man’s Law Says: “Let Your Conscience Be Your Guide In Religion”

The text says: “Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind
... Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that
condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth” (Rom. 14:5,
22). Does this mean that “anything goes” as long as my conscience
does not bother me after I do it? Are we to determine “truth” within a
personal context—that is, what is “truth” to me, may not be “truth” to
you? (In fact, our “truths” may contradict each other!) Is every man a
“law unto himself,” doing whatever is “right in his own eyes” (Jgs.
21:25)?

God is not the “author of confusion” (1 Cor. 14:33). (Confusion
comes from the other direction, Jas. 3:15-16). In religion, this philoso-
phy has led to a very confusing cacophony of voices. Everybody’s
“inner voice” supposedly directs actions—many of which contradict
what the Spirit is supposedly telling someone else.

God’s will is the standard for truth in religion, politics, business,
and morals. His will in these “last times”22 (Heb. 1:1-3) is revealed in
the general revelation of New Testament Scripture. During the time it
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was being revealed (the first fifty or sixty years after Christ’s resurrec-
tion), it was given directly to the apostles and prophets who relayed it
to churches (1 Cor. 12-14). Since then God has wanted us to use this
objective standard as our daily guide (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3).

The conscience can be undereducated. Solomon said: “There is a
way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death” (Pro. 16:25). Going by the edicts of our conscience is unsafe
because the conscience can be wrong (Jn. 16:2; cf. Acts 26:9).

AN APPEAL: CAN WE ALL SEE THE BIBLE ALIKE?
When the question, “Can we all see the Bible alike?” is posed, the

answer often comes: “It does not matter what you believe in religion,
as long as you are sincere.” Or, “You interpret the Bible your way, and
I will interpret it my way.”

Paul wrote: “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). It sounds like Paul
thought folks were supposed to agree!

Can we see the Bible alike?
!Moses said we could (Deut. 29:29).
!David said we could (Ps. 119:104).
! John said we could (Jn. 20:30-31).
! Jesus prayed that we might (Jn. 17:20-21).
Since God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33, 40), it

follows that the confused, divided, and arguing religious community
did not originate in the Divine mind. Nor does it please Him.

Could we all believe the same things? Stop, close your eyes, and
think about it. Would it not be wonderful if all those who claim to
follow Christ were on the same page (cf. Ps. 133:1)? Think of how
much more good could be done. It is a noble idea. Maybe it would help
to start with areas where we can all agree.
The Same Destination

All want to go to the same place—heaven. We can all agree on
where we want to go when we die—to a mansion on a street called
“gold” (Jn. 14:2). It makes sense for all those who want to go to the
same place to take the same road. All roads may have led to Rome, but
all roads do not lead to heaven. Jesus said: “I am the way [singular], the
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truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (Jn.
14:6). He talked of a one-lane road that leads there (Mt. 7:13-14). Any
other road is a dead end (cf. Jn. 12:48; Gal. 1:6-9).
The Same Lord

All believe in the same Lord Jesus. We can all unite on the
Lordship of King Jesus. He died for us. He bought us. He loved us. He
deserves our allegiance. How do we show that He is Lord of our lives?
By obeying Him. He asked: “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do
not the things which I say?” (Lk. 6:46; Jn. 14:15).
The Same God

All worship the same God. The same God is evoked in all religious
assemblies. Since we are to please God in worship (Jn. 4:23-24), it
makes sense that we should do what He wants in worship instead of
what may please us (Mk. 7:6-7). (Hopefully, we learn to enjoy doing
what pleases Him).
The Same Book

All use the same book—the Bible. The Holy Bible is read in all
religious assemblies. All agree that God’s Word should be the standard
in religion. Someone might say: “Sure, but we cannot all see it alike.”
Let us think about this. Did God, the infinitely wise One, give a Book
that was so confusing that we cannot understand it alike? Was God
incapable of giving a Book all could follow in the same way? This
reflects on His omnipotence. Did God just not want to give a Book all
could understand? This reflects on His omnibenevolence (love).
Certainly none of us want to slight God by saying that He was either
unwilling or unable to convey His thoughts in understandable words
(cf. Jn. 8:24).

Thus, we see that when men divide, it is not God’s fault. We allow
our prejudices and blind spots to keep us from opening our minds to see
the truth (2 Cor. 3:14-16). By putting aside our preconceived notions
and simply interpreting verses in light of the immediate context and
overall Bible context (no correct interpretation of a verse contradicts
another verse), we can understand the Bible and we can understand it
alike. Would that not be wonderful?
The Same Need

All have the same need—forgiveness. “For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). All of us realize that we
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are homeless sinners in the soup line of grace. We are in no position to
bargain—only to beg. God is willing and able to forgive (and only He
can forgive, Mk. 2:5, 7, 10). Since we cannot cleanse ourselves, it
makes sense for all to unite on whatever God has said to do to be saved.
A man-made scheme is useless (Jer. 10:23).
The Same Requirements

All must meet the same requirements. Since all need forgiveness,
all must meet the conditions whereby God grants it. He is no respecter
of persons (Rom. 2:11), so whatever He requires of one, He requires of
all. Study carefully such passages as John 3:16; 8:24; Mark 16:16, Acts
2:37-41; 3:19; 8:12-13, 34-39; 9:6, 18; 10:47-48; 16:14-15, 30-34;
Romans 6:1-6; 10:10-17; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Galatians 3:26-27; and
1 Peter 3:21. Taken in totality (we cannot pick and choose the com-
mands we will obey), do these not necessitate faith, repentance,
confession, and baptism as essential for a sinner’s salvation? Note that
these verses consider the human part in salvation. According to
Ephesians 2:8-9, salvation is unmerited, and thus by grace. But grace
does not rule out acts of obedience, since God sets these conditions. It
is unmerited; it is not unconditional.

Should all men believe the same things in religion? According to
the Scriptures, they must! It is not enough just to agree to disagree. God
expects all to follow only what He revealed (2 Tim. 3:16-17), without
addition or subtraction (Rev. 22:18-19). In order to accomplish this, we
may have to overcome one or more of the common obstacles to unity
based on the Bible’s teachings:

!Relatives and family tradition (Mt. 19:29; 10:34-37).
!Pride and a hesitancy to admit fault (Pro. 14:12; 16:18; Rev.

3:17-18).
!A false sense of security in the majority view (Ex. 23:2; Mt.

7:13-14, 21).
!The power of false doctrine (Mt. 13:14-15; 2 Thess. 2:9-12).
!Satan’s wiles and deceptions (2 Cor. 4:3-4).
Unity in matters of faith is attainable! If we will accept only the

Word of God (1 Pet. 4:11), we should not only see the Bible alike but
also understand and practice it alike (1 Cor. 1:10). It is the plea of the
churches of Christ for all men to unite upon a common understanding
of Scripture. Will you not help us restore unity?
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CONCLUSION
Albert Baird Cummins (1850-1926) left these memorable words

about God’s law:
Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words
shall not pass away.” The empire of Caesar is gone; the legions
of Rome are smoldering in the dust; the avalanches that Napo-
leon hurled upon Europe have melted away; the prince of the
Pharaohs is fallen; the pyramids they raised to be their tombs are
sinking every day in the desert sands; Tyre is a rock for bleach-
ing fisherman’s nets; Sidon has scarcely left a wreck behind; but
the Word of God still survives. All things that threatened to
extinguish it have only aided it; and it proves every day how
transient is the noblest monument that men can build, how
enduring is the least word that God has spoken.23
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